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LESSON THREE 

 

I. FOUNDATIONAL PRECEPTS OF THE CHURCH 

A. Why does the Church exist? 

1) The church exists to display and manifest the eternal purposes of God. 

(a) to destroy the works of evil (1 John 3:8) 

(b) to offer the gift of salvation to all (2 Peter 3:9) 

(c) to bring forth the abundant life through Jesus Christ (John 10:10) 

(d) that we might know Him in full (1 Corinthians 13:9-12) 

 

B. It is not our job to build the church (Matthew 16:18). Our job, as Christian 

servants, is to fulfill (not create) the eternal purposes of the Church. 

 

II. What drives a church? What is the guiding force, the unspoken mandate, the 

controlling assumption? 

A. tradition 

B. finances 

C. programs and events 

D. the building 

E. the pastor 

F. seeker sensitive services 

G. etc. 

 

III. The church of Christ is called to be a Purpose Driven Church, built on the 

eternal purposes of God, not the temporal purposes of men. What 

purposes must the church instill to manifest the eternal purposes of God? 

A. Discipleship: Preparing the saints for the work of the ministry (Acts 2:41; 

Ephesians 4:11-13)  

B. Fellowship: Building up the body of Christ in relational love (Acts 2:42, 46; 

John 13:35) 

C. Ministry: Meeting the physical needs of both the saved and unsaved of 

the local and world communities (Acts 2:44-45; Matthew 5:43-44) 

D. Worship: Reverence of God in Spirit and in truth (Acts 2:43, 47; John 4:23-

24) 

E. Evangelism: Bringing the Gospel message of the saving grace of God 

through Jesus Christ to the unsaved community (Acts 2:41; Matthew 

28:18-20) 

 

IV. Where, scripturally, does Jesus Christ declare these purposes? 

A. The Gospel according to Saint Matthew 

1) Matthew 4:10 - Worship comes before service. 

2) Matthew 5:13-16 – Discipleship 

(a) Salt is a disinfectant; a preservative; a fertilizer, and stops 

deterioration 
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(b) Light overrules darkness and illuminates 

(c) Focused light has greater power (i.e.: magnifying glass, laser beam) 

3) Matthew 9:35 – Evangelism, Discipleship, Ministry 

4) Matthew 11:28-30 – Evangelism, Discipleship, Ministry 

5) Matthew 22: 36-40 – Worship, Ministry 

6) Matthew 25:34-40 – Ministry, Worship 

(a) As worship leads to ministry, so too, ministry is worship 

(b) The way to build something that last is to build on the proper 

foundation (1 Corinthians 3:10-11) 

(c) The foundation determines the size and strength of the building 

(d) The church that outgrows the foundation will topple 

7) Matthew 28:18-20 – Evangelism (the Great Commission) 

 

B. The Gospel According to Saint Mark 

1) Mark 10:43-45 – Ministry, Discipleship 

 

C. The Gospel According to Saint Luke 

1) Luke 4:18-19 – Evangelism, Ministry 

2) Luke 4:43-45 – Evangelism 

 

D. The Gospel According to Saint John 

1) John 4:23-34 – Worship 

2) John 10:14-18 – Ministry, Evangelism 

3) John 13:34-35 – Fellowship, Ministry, Evangelism, Worship, Discipleship 

 

V. What are the benefits of being a Purpose Driven Church? 

 

A. Purpose defines what we do and don’t do as a church (Isaiah 14:26-27). 

The church is not to be conformed to the world’s way of doing things 

(Romans 12:2) 

B. Purpose promotes cooperation (1 Corinthians 1:10) 

1) The church’s power hinges on its’ accord (Matthew 18:19-20) 

2) If unchanging purposes guide the church, the more members will 

understand and commit to these purposes and the stronger the 

church becomes. 

C. Purpose allows evaluation (2 Corinthians 13:5) 

If an activity does not fulfill the purposes of the church, remove it. 

 

VI. We must organize around our purposes. There are five types of churches 

A. Evangelism Oriented Church – main goal is soul saving. 

B. Worship Oriented Church – main emphasis is the worship service. 

C. Fellowship Oriented Church – the gathering is more important than goals. 

D. Disciple Oriented Church – teaching and preaching are emphasized. 

E. Ministry Oriented Church – politically and socially activity stressed.   
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Note: The church must be structured in such a way that all five purposes are 

equally emphasized and given equal attention. 

 

VII. There are five distinct people who come to church 

A. The Community: no commitment to Jesus Christ or the local Christian 

assembly. They are reached through evangelistic efforts. 

B. The Crowd: committed regular attendees (both saved and unsaved).  

They are reached through the worship service. 

C. The Congregation: members of the local assembly. They are committed 

to the fellowship. 

D. The Committed; members dedicated to growing in Christ. They are 

sustained through discipleship training. 

E. The Core: leaders of the church committed to ministering to the saved 

and unsaved. 

 

VIII. Note: Jesus’ ministry met the needs of all five groups 

A. He ministered to the community (John 1:39). 

B. He fed and worshipped with the crowd (Matthew 11:28-29) 

C. He gathered with the congregation of believers (Matthew 4:18-20). 

D. He challenged the committed to deny self (Mark 8:34). 

E. He discipled to the core believers (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 


